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Welcome
 Introduction  of presenters and participants

 Some research and big questions

 a brief look at Maths 4 us

 a brief look at Cbeebies



Family learning research

Family learning is popular and research suggests it is 

successful in the UK 

(Desforges and Abouchaar (2003); 

Nutbrown et al (2005);

Feinstein et al (2004).  



According to Lamb (2009:3) the pedagogical 
approach of family learning promotes : 

 a learning environment

 builds on home culture and experience

 encourages participatory learning

 promotes family relationships in that it supports 
well-being and readiness to learn

 promotes a culture of aspirations in adults and 
children 

 provides opportunities to build confidence, try 
out new skills and ideas 



One minute…
 In what ways, if any ,do you think technology can help 

to promote these?



The role of technology

Research by Future lab NFER concluded that: 

“Technology was important, with most parents reporting 

they used at least one  technology when learning in the 

family; and over three in five reporting that they would like 

to make more use of technologies to learn in the family.” 

Grant 2009:2



Research by Future lab NFER also found that majority 

(90%) of families use at least one type of technology 

when learning as a family, with two-thirds (66%) citing the 

internet.  

Given this, how can family learning make best use of 

technology within classes and at home?



http://learningmathsonline.ac.uk

Information for Parents







http://learningmathsonline.ac.uk/xt/play_3#

resume=2



http://learningmathsonline.ac.uk/as/hc/me/l

o2/ff6/index.htm





	

	





http://learningmathsonline.ac.uk/xt/play_55



http://learningmathsonline.ac.uk/xt/play_55



http://learningmathsonline.ac.uk/xt/play_55



http://learningmathsonline.ac.uk/xt/play_55



Navigation and audio



http://learningmathsonline.ac.uk/xt/play_

37



One minute…

How do you think this platform could be 

used for family learning by practitioners 

and parents?



Inequality in the use of 

technology

Research shows that parents from social grades 
AB are also more likely to use a wider range of 
technologies than their DE counterparts

 including Internet search engines 
(68% AB compared to 38% DE possibly 
explained by higher internet access in AB 
households)

 resources provided by child’s school included
websites and learning platforms 
(41% AB compared to 20% DE)

 Grant (2009)



And more inequality…

 Educational software (36% AB compared to 

11% DE)

 ‘Office’ type software (21% AB compared to 

4% DE)

 But no variation by social grade in the use of 

TVs, DVDs and videos, games consoles, 

computer games and radios or CDs 

 almost half (49%) of parents without internet 

access use televisions, DVDs and videos for 

family learning, 



One minute…

 Could  the use of technology  further  exclude 

the  groups who may benefit most from family 

learning ?

 How could televisions, DVDs and videos be 

used for family learning?



Schools and parents

Research by BECTA 

 schools used different forms of technology to 

communicate with parents e.g email, text 

messages,  school websites this was often one 

way communication

 Learning platforms were often the domain of 

the child and should be utilised more. (2009)



Schools and parents

 What are the barriers to schools offering 

more access to parents?

 How could parents use learning platform?



Barriers to using IT in Family 

learning

Barriers to the use of technology 

 from a practitioner perspective focus on 
skills and knowledge and equipment 
and connectivity. 

 from a learner perspective the skills, 
knowledge and confidence and the time 
to practice or attend training are the 
principle barriers. 

SCOLA, NIACE and the Campaign for Learning (2014:19)



Barriers to using IT in Family 

learning

 Are these barriers that you recognise? 

 How can they be overcome?



Cbeebies









One minute…

How do you think these platforms could 

be used for family leaning practitioners 

to use with parents?



National Numeracy






