
Is numeracy left-wing?

David Walker, Contributing Editor 
Guardian Public, former director, 

getstats 



‘low levels of financial knowledge’



‘You lied’



4 Q. How strongly do you agree or disagree with each of these statements? Base: All MPs (97) asked, Winter 2011

Statistical reporting – All MPs

I generally feel confident 
when dealing with 
numbers

Politicians use official 
statistics and figures 
accurately when talking 
about their policies

Newspapers and 
television channels 
report statistics 
accurately

Strongly agree Tend to disagreeNeither 
agree nor 
disagree

Tend to agree Strongly 
disagree

No opinion



5 Q. How strongly do you agree or disagree with each of these statements? Base: All Conservative MPs (41) and Labour MPs 
(44) asked, Winter 2011

Statistical reporting – Conservatives vs Labour

I generally feel confident 
when dealing with 
numbers

Politicians use official 
statistics and figures 
accurately when talking 
about their policies

Newspapers and 
television channels report 
statistics accurately

Strongly agree Tend to disagreeNeither 
agree nor 
disagree

Tend to agree Strongly 
disagree

No opinion



MPs’ ability to calculate probabilities

Q. If you spin a coin twice, what is the probability of getting two heads? Base: All MPs (97), Conservative MPs (41) and 
Labour MPs (44) asked, Winter 2011

Correct 
answer

Correct 
answer

Incorrect 
answer / DK

Incorrect 
answer / 

DK

6





Statistical literacy
• Statistical literacy brings a range of thinking and practical skills that 

include: knowledge; comprehension; application; analysis; 
synthesis; and evaluation. It enables a feel for data, including being 
able to support an argument with evidence, but also being aware of 
the variety of interpretations that are possible from those data. A 
statistically literate person will apply common sense to problems 
and appreciate that information that is gleaned from data will have 
uncertainty attached to it. Becoming statistically literate …takes 
time for the ideas and concepts to mature, experience with 
applications to develop and will depend upon the individual’s 
aptitude to appreciate that variability is all around us and impacts 
on everyone.

Cockcroft, 1982 ‘Mathematics Counts’



Dis-census?



Brexit and numeracy
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