
Dialogic Mathematics 
Gatherings 

A way to create new possibilities to learn 
mathematics 

Learning 
Communities 



1978:	First	Dialogic	Literary	Gathering	

La	Verneda-Sant	Mar-	
Ramon Flecha 



Why	dialogic?		
Theore8cal	
framework	



The	ability	to	understand	the	elaborate	code	
depends	on	the	social	class.	





The	ability	to	understand	the	elaborate	code	
depends	on	the	social	class.	



Exploratory	talk	

Relationship between 
quality of dialogue, 
reasoning skills and 
academic results 

Neil	Mercer	

Mercer, N. (1996). The quality of talk in 
children's collaborative activity in the 
classroom. Learning and instruction, 6(4), 
359-377. 



Dialogic talk and 
non-dialogic talk 





Dialogic	Learning	
Scien&fic	no&on	of	learning	

Ramón	Flecha	

Marta	Soler	

Dialogic	reading	

Seven	principles	



How	does	DMG	
work?	
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The facilitator 
request who 
wants to share 
his/her reading 

Discussion 
drawing on the 

sentences 
selected 

Choosing a classic reading in mathematics 

Agree on the 
number of pages 
to read 

The facilitator gives 
turns to everyone who 
want to talk and share; 
the adult learner reads 
aloud and explains why 
s/he selected that 
sentence(s).   

The facilitator 
encourages 

everyone to jump in 
into the discussion 

The same 
process aplies to all the 

individuals who want 
to participate /share 

Read the pages at 
home, highlighting 
the sentences that 
you like the most or 
that you want to 
discuss.  
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Why	classic	
readings	[in	

mathema8cs]?	



Because: 
  
• There is a universal consensus on 
the value of classic readings 
• Its value is timeless (not expire, it 
would be useful forever) 
• Those readings are rich and have 
many opportunities for learning 
• They promote effort and critical 
reading as well 



Different kinds of dialogic gatherings: 
	
	
	
	
	

1) Dialogic Literary Gatherings 
2) Dialogic Music Gatherings 
3) Dialogic Art Gatherings 
4) Dialogic Mathematics Gatherings 

5) Dialogic Pedagogic Gatherings 



2016 - Mathematics Dialogic Gatherings 



Our first book! 



People that never had the opportunity to 
read mathematics books, now they read and 

discuss them! 



Examples	of	
women’	dialogue	
The	“other”	Maths	



The origin of numbers 



A “celemín” 

A “cuartal” 

A “medida” 

A “cuevano” 



The number system 



Using the “zero” 



Using triangles to measure 



Overcoming stereotype 



Mathematics and women 



Srinivasa 
Ramanujan 



Transforming interactions 
reading at home and in the 

adult school. Breaking 
stereotypes based on [cultural] 

elitism!

Conclusion 



Beyond Bourdieu’s works 



Erik O. Wright:   The Dialogic Gatherings 
demonstrate that Bourdieu was wrong 

with his concept of distinction. 



All together we can do excellent 
mathematics!!!! 



Thank you very much! 

Javier Díez-Palomar 
jdiezpalomar@ub.edu 

 
     @JavierDiez1   


