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From the Chair 

From the Chair 

T he ALM-16  

conference  

has been and 

gone. Apart from the 

more obvious collegial 

aspects of these events, 

as Gail indicates in her 

editorial, they are also 

times for us to reflect 

on ALM’s direction and 

to chart our path for 

the next year via discussion and healthy 

debate in the Annual General Meeting.  

For the Trustees, this is the one time of 

the year when we can meet in person 

rather than our usual on-line meetings and, 

of course, it is a time when we see changes 

to the composition of the Board, thanking 

outgoing members and welcoming new 

Trustees. So we warmly thank Ann McDon-

nell, who stepped down after many years 

of diligent and exemplary service as 

Treasurer and welcome Beth Kelly to that 

Office and to the Board. We thank also 

Sarah Richards, who stepped down from 

the Office of Membership Secretary and 

from the Board. Sarah’s contribution has 

been invaluable and she is succeeded by 

standing Trustee, Joanne Kantner. Joanne, 

Kees Hoogland, Ruth Moulton, Graham 

Griffiths, and myself were returned to the 

Board by unanimous vote at the AGM. 

Over the past 12 months, the Board has 

operated at reduced capacity, with just 

seven members for most of that time, 

which made the vast amount of work chal-

lenging, to say the least, and I am very 

grateful for the astounding contributions 

of my fellow Trustees during what was, by 

any measure, a difficult year. I am de-

lighted, therefore, that our ranks have 

now increased with Keiko Yasukawa, Cath-

erine Byrne, and Jonathon Fletcher step-

ping up to help (and Beth, of course). With 

their assistance, I’m optimistic that we 

are well prepared to forge ahead with our 

From the Editor 

Dear ALM Colleagues, 

As you read this, the 2009 ALM-16 Con-

ference in London is over, with many pro-

fessional friendships made or renewed. 

This is one of the features of ALM that 

make it the most valuable organisation for 

networking and professional renewal.  

One aspect of the ongoing support for 

members is the production of a regular 

newsletter, sharing information and keep-

ing members abreast of new developments 

in the field between conferences and 

their subsequent publication of volumes of 

proceedings.  

The reappearance of the ALM Newsletter 

arose from a request from the Trustees 

in 2007. I agreed to act as the Editor as a 

trial in order to decide whether there was 

a demand for this form of communication 

and a supply of interesting information. 

Accordingly, I have worked to prompt 

members to contribute in 2008 and 2009, 

with the themes of interesting and useful 

internet sites and updates on members 

teaching and research interests. I asked 

the Trustees to consider in 2009 whether 

there was still interest in pursuing this 

internet-based form of publication or 

whether there were other more appropri-

ate alternatives. I am sure that in his sec-

tion of the newsletter Chris Klinger will 

relay the decisions made, and the reasons.  

I would like to conclude with hearty 

thanks to all who sent information to en-

able this first Newsletter for 2009 to be 

published, and look forward to receiving 

many more contributions related to adult 

mathematics and numeracy education 

around the world, from both practitioner 

and researcher perspectives — that is, 

assuming that there is still a demand and a 

supply! 

Gail FitzSimons  
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From the Chair 

aim of developing ALM into the dynamic, resourceful and 

authoritative community of research and practice that its 

mission warrants. 

Our journal, ALM-IJ, is also seeing change. Janet Taylor 

has surrendered her role as Chief Editor, being more than a 

little occupied in her relatively new professorship at South-

ern Cross University, where she is Director, Teaching and 

Learning. Janet’s contribution to ALM has been truly out-

standing and we are deeply thankful for the service she has 

provided. She is succeeded in the role by Kathy Safford-

Ramus, who I’m sure will make a most worthy Chief Editor, 

not least by virtue of her considerable expertise, experi-

ence, and extensive range of contacts. I must confess that 

I took a leaf from her book of not taking ‘no’ for an answer 

(in the nicest way of course), when I ‘suggested’ that she 

volunteer! For the time being, at least, Kees Hoogland and 

myself will continue to provide editorial support. But this is 

(Continued from page 1) no time for complacency—the journal needs the support of 

each and every member. It always needs good content, re-

viewers, guest editors and new blood. This is the voice of 

ALM, beyond our conference proceedings, and we must 

grow its presence at every opportunity. 

Gail indicated that the Trustees are reviewing the future 

of the Newsletter. This is ongoing but I think it’s likely 

that we can look forward to positive and innovative develop-

ments before too long.  

The year ahead has its challenges but I believe the Board is 

well placed to meet them. I had hoped to be able to an-

nounce the hosts of ALM-17 (2010) in this report but, as 

this is the subject of current talks, it would be inappropri-

ate to make any announcement yet. I will say, though, that 

prospects appear promising and that if present plans are 

realised we hope to re-connect with members we haven’t 

seen for a while! 

 Chris  
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News from ALM Members 

From the Portal for Teachers of Mathematics and  

Numeracy in FE: 

The Numeracy microsite provides a wealth of material for 

those teaching mathematics and numeracy in further edu-

cation. On the microsite, you’ll not only find helpful re-

sources but you’ll also be able to discuss successful prac-

tice and share experiences with other numeracy teachers. 

The monthly FE Magazine enhances these resources by 

providing regular updates and points the way to further 

professional development resources. 

 

From Viv: There is so much there now of interest and sup-

port to educators of mathematics (numeracy) and we hope 

members of ALM will contribute to items for the Mathe-

mepedia and the conversations going on in the communities. 

I will draw your attention to just one more item and that is 

a great collection of short video clips that show 'Maths in 

Work'. They can be accessed from the 'Resources' page - 

Viv Brown [UK] 

Regional Coordinator North East 

National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of  

Mathematics 

Email: viv.brown@ncetm.org.uk 

Website: www.ncetm.org.uk 
James De Forest [USA] 

Somerset Community College,  

Albany, Kentucky. 

Email: jdeforest0001@yahoo.com 

I have a study at a small high school and hope to apply its 

results to adults who need aid in basic mathematics. I pre-

sented a brief at the ALM conference at Saint Peter's 

College. Due to new travel restrictions I will not be able to 

attend the London ALM conference this year [2009], but 

will put my name in for next year.  

The test school is on a trimester. We had funding for a 

class of 25 students. Due to demand, we had to start an-

other class of 24 students. Our primary goal was to in-

crease the math ACT scores in the 14-18 category. We 

were forced to split the classes from semester 1-2 and 1-3 

due to limited books and computer space. A limited number 

took the February ACT test. Those in the 1-2 semester 

group all increased their math ACT scores. The highest 

went from 16 to 21. At the end of the school year all of the 

students will take the COMPASS Test and compare scores 

click on 'Resources' on the blue bar near the top of the 

homepage > scroll down and look on the right hand side of 

the page for the picture of the hard hat and the measuring 

tape > another click then takes you to the video clips......or 

click on the direct link: http://www.ncetm.org.uk/

Default.aspx?page=13&module=res&mode=100&resid=13769.  

http://www.ncetm.org.uk/numeracy
http://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/14609
mailto:viv.brown@ncetm.org.uk
http://www.ncetm.org.uk/
javascript:parent.addSender(%22James%20De%20Forest%20%3cjdeforest0001@yahoo.com%3e%22)
http://www.ncetm.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=13&module=res&mode=100&resid=13769
http://www.ncetm.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=13&module=res&mode=100&resid=13769


Company No. 3901346/Charity No. 1079462 

 

Page 3 

There has been a major government initiative in New Zea-

land in recent years to improve adult numeracy. This has 

been a result of information from the IALS (1996) and 

'Resources' page - click on 'Resources' on the blue bar 

near the top of the homepage > scroll down and look on the 

right hand side of the page for the picture of the hard hat 

and the measuring tape > another click then takes you to 

the video clips......or click on the direct link: 

http://www.ncetm.org.uk/Default.aspx?

page=13&module=res&mode=100&resid=13769. 

ALLS (2006) surveys which indicated that over 50 per cent 

of New Zealand adults have low levels of numeracy. 

Numeracy Learning Progressions have been developed 

which provide a framework that can be used: 

to gain a picture of an adult learner's current skills, 

strategies and knowledge in numeracy 

to identify numeracy-related demands of work, training 

for work and daily life 

as a source of sequence for designing teaching and 

learning programmes.  

These are temporarily available at http://www.tec.govt.nz/

templates/standard.aspx?id=1016  

A dedicated website is currently being developed for this 

material.  

A Literacy, Language and Numeracy Action Plan has been 

developed with the goal of increasing literacy, language and 

numeracy learning opportunities for adults and the quality 

and relevance of those learning opportunities.  

The plan is available at http://www.tec.govt.nz/upload/

downloads/literacy-language-numeracy-action-plan-17-

september.pdf  

One example of this Action Plan in operation is that all In-

stitutes of Technology and Polytechnics and large Private 

Training Establishments in New Zealand have or are devel-

oping Capability Plans for the embedding of literacy and 

numeracy teaching and learning into pre-degree certificate

-level vocational programmes. A national professional devel-
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opment programme for teaching and administration staff 

supports the implementation of the Capability Plans. 

In exploratory trials of embedding numeracy into courses, 

learners showed numeracy gain on the Learning Progres-

sions. A national assessment tool for adult literacy and 

numeracy is being developed and will be used to measure 

the effectiveness of the government initiative. 

Janet Hogan [New Zealand] 

Project Manager 

Numeracy Professional Development 

Tertiary Education Commission 

Email: Janet Hogan <janet.hogan@XTRA.CO.NZ> 

with the COMPASS Test results from the start of the 

year. We plan to move a similar class to adults.  

Linda Galligan [Australia]  

Academic Liaison (Senior Lecturer) 

Dept of Maths & Computing 

University of Southern Queensland. 

Email: galligan@usq.edu.au 

Homepage url: http://www.usq.edu.au/users/galligan/ 

Recent innovations to our teaching program:  

Using tablet PCs: Tablet PCs can been used to foster good 

teaching and effective learning for all students independent 

of whether they are in large groups, small groups, in individ-

ual consultation situations, in classes or remote from a 

teacher in distance learning situations. Teachers can use it 

to focus on the teaching of one-to-many, one-to-few and 

one-to-one, and address "stuck places" and online synchro-

nous teaching. 

Research projects recently completed or in progress: 

Currently writing up doctoral thesis on embedding academic 

numeracy skills into a nursing course.  

Publications for 2008, 2009, or in press: 

Galligan, L. & Taylor, J.A. (2008). Adults Returning to Study 

Mathematics. In H. Forgasz, A. Barkatsas, A. Bishop, B, 

Clarke, S. Keast, W. Seah & P. Sullivan (Eds.) Research in 

Mathematics Education in Australasia 2004-2007, Sense 

Publishers Rotterdam. pp. 99 -118. 

Lawrence, J.; Loch, B. & Galligan, L. (2008) Reframing e-

assessment: building professional nursing and academic at-

tributes in a first year nursing course, CJEM: Learning, 

Media and Technology, 33 (3). 

Galligan, L. (2008) Using Valsiner. In M. Goos, R. Brown & K. 

Maker (Eds.) Navigating currents and charting directions: 

Proceedings of the 31st Annual Conference of the Mathe-

matics Education Group of Australasia Inc., Sydney. pp. 211-

218. 

Huijser, H., Kimmins, L. & Galligan, L. (2008) Evaluating indi-

vidual teaching on the road to embedding academic skills. 

Journal of Academic Language and Learning, 2 (1). A23-A38. 

ISSN 1835-5196. 

http://www.ncetm.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=13&module=res&mode=100&resid=13769
http://www.ncetm.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=13&module=res&mode=100&resid=13769
http://www.tec.govt.nz/templates/standard.aspx?id=1016
http://www.tec.govt.nz/templates/standard.aspx?id=1016
http://www.tec.govt.nz/upload/downloads/literacy-language-numeracy-action-plan-17-september.pdf
http://www.tec.govt.nz/upload/downloads/literacy-language-numeracy-action-plan-17-september.pdf
http://www.tec.govt.nz/upload/downloads/literacy-language-numeracy-action-plan-17-september.pdf
javascript:parent.addSender(%22Janet%20Hogan%20%3cjanet.hogan@XTRA.CO.NZ%3e%22)
mailto:galligan@usq.edu.au
http://www.usq.edu.au/users/galligan/
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Recent innovations to our teaching program: Our first 

year of delivering specialist adult numeracy pathway 

within full-time and part-time PcET programme. 

Interesting webpages found: 

http://www.ethnomath.org/index.asp 

http://www.tacomacc.edu/home/jkellerm/Ethnomath/

index.htm 

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=31  

ALM NEWSLETTER No. 25, August 2009 

Publications for 2008, 2009, or in press: 

Gustafsson, L., & Mouwitz, L. (2008). Validation of 

adults' proficiency – fairness in focus. Göteborg: Na-

tional Center for Mathematics Education, University of 

Gothenburg. 

Lars Gustafsson [Sweden] 

National Center for Mathematics Education 

Email: lars.gustafsson@ncm.gu.se 

Homepage url:http://ncm.gu.se/ 

Janette Gibney [Wales] 

University of Wales, Newport 

Email: janette.gibney@newport.ac.uk  

Homepage url: http://www3.newport.ac.uk/index.aspx  

Katherine Safford-Ramus, Ed.D. [USA] 

Associate Professor  

Mathematics Department  

Saint Peter's College  

Jersey City, NJ 07306  

Email: ksafford@spc.edu  

Brett S Taylor [USA] 

Pinellas County Schools/Tomlinson Adult Learning 

Center 

Email: MyGEDClass@gmail.com or taylorbr@pcsb.org 

Recent innovations to our teaching program: Online GED 

preparation is now being offered. Interesting webpage Research projects currently underway or recently com-

pleted: I was asked this year to offer a presentation 

about research on teaching mathematics in prisons to 

the New Jersey Correctional Education Association. The 

literature covered and overlapped several areas: history 

of correctional education in the United States, correc-

tional education around the globe, mathematics education 

in prisons, and learning disabilities. I am putting to-

gether a bibliography that I will complete in the fall. I 

will make it available through our website and will notify 

members on the listserv when it is released. 

Publications for 2008, 2009, or in press: Unlatching the 

Gate: Helping Adult Students Learn Mathematics (2008). 

The book is available from Xlibris Publications, Philadel-

phia, PA, USA. 

Interesting webpages found:  

Through a very circuitous route, a New Zealand bulletin 

forwarded to me by an Irish friend, I became aware of 

two websites that members might find helpful. The first 

is an introductory course on teaching adults in basic 

education. The information can be found on www.c-

pal.net/course/index.html. Tutors new to adult education 

would benefit the most from it. The course was funded 

by the United States Department of Education Office of 

Vocational and Adult Education although I did not find it 

through their webpage. It is free but does not carry 

college credit. 

The second site is sponsored by the Annenberg Fund and 

contains courses in mathematics for instructors as well 

as a wealth of teaching materials. It is possible to take 

the courses for free or arrange to receive university 

credit through payment to Colorado State University. I 

was happy to see that their syllabus for an algebra 

course closely matched one that I am offering at Saint 

Peter’s College for in-service middle school teacher edu-

cation. We are either both right or both wrong but at 

least are in agreement. www.learning.org. 

http://www.ethnomath.org/index.asp
http://www.tacomacc.edu/home/jkellerm/Ethnomath/index.htm
http://www.tacomacc.edu/home/jkellerm/Ethnomath/index.htm
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=31
javascript:main.compose('new','t=lars.gustafsson@ncm.gu.se')
http://ncm.gu.se/
mailto:janette.gibney@newport.ac.uk
http://www3.newport.ac.uk/index.aspx
javascript:main.compose('new','t=ksafford@spc.edu')
javascript:main.compose('new','t=MyGEDClass@gmail.com')
javascript:main.compose('new','t=taylorbr@pcsb.org')
http://www.c-pal.net/course/index.html
http://www.c-pal.net/course/index.html
http://www.learning.org
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ALM-16 Annual International Conference 
incorporating 

LLU+ National Numeracy Conference 

London South Bank University 

6-9 July 2009 
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Announcement of the location and dates for ALM-17 (2010) is expected very soon… 

...hope to see you there — the more the merrier! 
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Support ALM International Journal (ALM-IJ) 

ALM International Journal currently has positions avail-

able for interested ALM colleagues to join the editorial 

team. 

Although colleagues who have experience as editors are 

encouraged to apply, such experience is not essential 

for new team members. However applicants should at a 

minimum possess: 

A demonstrated record of publication in peer-

refereed journals; 

Some experience in reviewing academic papers sub-

mitted to journals or conferences; 

Current membership of ALM. 

If accepted, you would be joining a team of 3 editors 

for a period of 3 years. Although it is difficult to deter-

mine the time commitment required as an editorial 

team member, on average it would be about 2 days per 

month. 

Expressions of interest should include: 

Statement about how you could contribute to the 

future development of the journal; 

Summary of your experience as a writer, reviewer, 

or editor of peer-reviewed publications; and 

Statement of your ability to allocate time to the edi-

torship of the journal. 

Call to join the ALM-IJ Editorial Team 

Call for reviewers 

ALM International Journal needs to expand its data 

base of possible reviewers. Accordingly the Editorial 

Team invites you to apply for inclusion on our team of 

reviewers. 

Reviewing need not be time-consuming and it is a won-

derful chance to learn something about new ideas from 

all over the world. 

If you are interested, please email the Chief Editor, 

Kathy Safford-Ramus (ksafford@spc.edu) including 

your name, email address, and your area(s) of exper-

tise.  

Each year the ALM International Journal (ALM-IJ) pub-

lishes a special issue of the journal on topics of fo-

cused interest to the ALM-IJ audience.  If you or a 

small team are interested in being a Guest Editor(s) of 

a special issue of ALM-IJ then please contact the Chief 

Editor, Kathy Safford-Ramus by email to: 

ksafford@spc.edu. 

Expressions of interest must include: 

The name of the guest editor (or names of team 

members); 

A description and scope of the topic of the special 

issue; 

A summary of your experience as a writer, reviewer 

or editor of peer-reviewed publications; 

A statement of your ability to allocate time to the 

guest editorship of the journal; and 

The current status of your ALM membership 

(Note that while preference will be given to current 

ALM members, non-members are not precluded.) 

 

Your responsibilities as a guest editor will be to 

Call for articles on the nominated topic; 

Manage the reviewing process; 

Complete the editing process; and 

Write an editorial. 

The Chief Editor and the Editorial Team will assist you 

with the process and format of the papers. 

Call for Guest Editors 

Adults Learning Mathematics - An International Journal 

is an international refereed journal that provides a fo-

rum for the online publication of high quality research 

on the teaching and learning, knowledge and uses of 

numeracy/mathematics to adults at all levels in a vari-

ety of educational sectors. Submitted papers should 

normally be of interest to an international readership. 

We invite contributions in the following areas: 

Research and theoretical perspectives in the area of 

adults learning mathematics/numeracy 

Debate on special issues in the area of adults learn-

ing mathematics/numeracy 

Practice: critical analysis of course materials and 

tasks, policy developments in curriculum and assess-

ment, or data from large-scale tests, nationally and 

internationally 

 

Both full-length articles and shorter reports may be 

submitted. No preference is given to any particular re-

search methodology. 

Call for Papers 

No. 25, August 2009 ALM NEWSLETTER 

Please email all expressions of interest to the Chief 

Editor, Kathy Safford-Ramus (ksafford@spc.edu) in-

cluding your name and email address. 

mailto:ksafford@spc.edu?subject=Call%20for%20ALM-IJ%20Reviewers
mailto:ksafford@spc.edu?subject=Call%20for%20ALM-IJ%20Guest%20Editors
mailto:ksafford@spc.edu?subject=Call%20to%20join%20ALM-IJ%20Editorial%20Team
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 ALM Officers 
Chair: 

 Dr Chris Klinger, 

University of South Australia,  

Adelaide, Australia 

Secretary: 

 Graham Griffiths, 

LLU+  London South Bank University, 

London, UK 

Treasurer: 

 Beth Kelly, 

London South Bank University,  

London, UK 

Membership Secretary: 

 Joanne Kantner  

Joliet Junior College 

Illinois, USA 

Adults Learning Mathematics 

- a Research Forum - 
ALM is an international research forum bringing together re-

searchers and practitioners in adult mathematics/numeracy 

teaching and learning in order to promote the learning of 

mathematics by adults. 

ALM is a registered Company and has status, since 2000, as a 

National and Overseas Worldwide Charity under English and 

Welsh Law, UK. The Charity's objects are the advancement of 

education by the establishment and development of an interna-

tional research forum in the life-long learning of mathematics 

and numeracy by adults by: 

encouraging research into adults learning mathematics at all 

levels and disseminating the results of this research for the 

public benefit; 

promoting and sharing knowledge, awareness and under-

standing of adults learning mathematics at all levels, to en-

courage the development of the teaching of mathematics to 

adults at all levels, for the public benefit. 

ALM was formally established at the 

Inaugural Conference, ALM-1, in July 

1994 as an international research forum 

with the aim to promote the learning of 

mathematics by adults through an inter-

national forum which brings together 

those engaged and interested in re-

search and developments in the field of 

adult mathematics/numeracy teaching 

and learning.  

ALM is a forum for experienced and 

first-time researchers to come to-

gether and share their ideas and their 

reflections on the process as well as the 

outcomes of research into hitherto 

neglected area of adults learning 

mathematics. ALM puts people in touch 

with each other, providing a framework 

for collaboration and helping to stimu-

late and develop research plans. We are 

especially keen to en-courage practitio-

ners to undertake research.  

Since 1994, ALM has gone from 

strength to strength and now has  over 

150 members in 19 countries. In 2000, 

it was registered as a company and as a 

charity in England and Wales.   

What is ALM?   

c/o 26 Tennyson Road,  

Kilburn, London NW6 7SA, UK 

ALM is actively seeking to expand its 

membership worldwide. Membership is 

open to all individuals and institutions 

who subscribe to its aims. 

For more information contact the ALM 

membership secretary Joanne Kantner 

at jkantner@jjc.edu  or visit the ALM 

web-site for details of your regional 

ALM representative. 

ALM membership brings with it oppor-

tunities to: contribute to an interna-

tional forum of researchers and practi-

tioners in the field; share concerns, 

insights and research at ALM annual 

conferences (and attend at a reduced 

rate); receive ALM newsletter (free); 

receive ALM conference proceedings 

(free of charge to conference dele-

gates, these proceedings constitute the 

most significant and authoritative col-

lection of papers on adults learning 

mathematics available today); network, 

electronically and otherwise, with prac-

titioners and researchers in the emerg-

ing field of adults learning mathematics.  

What does ALM offer? 

Join ALM today! 

Membership fees (per year) 

 GBP EUR USD 

Individual 15 19 30 

Institution 30 38 60 

Student/

unwaged 
3 4 6 

Low waged Contribute between full and unwaged 

Editorial Committee: 

Gail FitzSimons, Australia 

Chris Klinger, Australia 

For more information email:  

Gail.FitzSimons@Education.monash.edu.au 

Many thanks to our contributors. We 

would like to encourage members to submit 

items to the news-letter.  

These should be sent to Gail FitzSimons. 

The views expressed in articles are those of 

the authors and do not necessarily represent 

the views of ALM or of the editorial committee.   

www.alm-online.net 

mailto:Gail.FitzSimons@Education.monash.edu.au?subject=ALM%20Newsletter
http://www.alm-online.net

